
 

So you are considering work in the electrical trade. How do I become an apprentice? What does 
my career path look like?  Are there promotional opportunities?  What about career stability?  
Excellent questions to consider when getting into a trade. The Electrical Association can help 
you every step of the way.  Let’s explore together!  

Apprentice Electrician 

An apprentice is a trainee who works under the direct supervision of a Journeyworker 
Electrician or Master. Your first step is to find an employer in the electrical industry.  You will 
spend three to four years training in this role.  You may choose to attend a 2 year technical 
school prior to learning on the job. Apprentices need to work 8,000 supervised hours prior to 
being allowed to take the journeyworker test.  If the apprentice is a college graduate from a 
State-approved technical college with an approved electrical program, these hours are reduced 
to 6,000. 

At the end of the apprenticeship, the apprentice electrician needs to pass the state 
journeyworker test. The test covers foundational electrical knowledge and the National 
Electrical Code. It is a difficult test used to determine if the electrician has developed enough 
skill to perform electrical work without direct supervision.  The best way to prepare for the test, 
is training through an apprenticeship program which the Electrical Association provides, 
followed by an Examination Preparation course to refresh your memory and focus your 
energies.  Your employer provides the on-the-job training and the Electrical Association 
provides the electrical theory and calculations to supplement your skills.  You have worked hard 
to get to this point.  Getting your journeyworker’s license is something to celebrate! 

Journeyworker Electrician 

As a Journeyworker you can work on your own, without direct supervision. You will still operate 
under the guidance of a Master Electrician, but you can tackle wiring, outlet, and fixture 
installations by yourself. Types of electrical work that you may perform will depend on the 
contractor for which you work.  You could focus on residential, commercial or industrial 
installations, or all three.  Some contractors install lighting on roads and freeways; some install 
automation on farms.  Solar and Wind electrical generation are expanding at a rapid pace.  The 
diversity in types of electrical work is amazing, and if one is not the right fit for you or is getting 
mundane, you can easily switch to another industry segment.  There is a current shortage of 
electricians, and that shortage is expected to grow.  Expect plenty of work opportunity within 
the electrical industry. 

As a Journeyworker, you will work for at minimum one year, gaining experience and training 
along the way. You’ll continue to be educated in the fundamentals of electricity, building codes, 
project management, and safety procedures and regulations.  If and when you choose, you can 
sit for your Master electrician exam. 



Master Electrician 

After passing the Master licensure exam, training will have equipped you to originate projects, 
pull permits for new construction and installation, and oversee apprentices and Journeymen. 
The Master lays out and selects the type of wiring and connections according to electrical code.  
A Master can design electrical installations that they then install.  A Master Electrician can 
operate his own company or work for an electrical contractor with a contractor’s license.  The 
choice is up to you, continue on as an employee or build your own company as an 
entrepreneur.   

Continuing Education 

The local state government, rather than the national government, will license electricians. The 
states do, however, follow the National Electrical Code.  This means the code will be very 
similar from state to state.    Electricians are recognized by three broad categories: apprentices, 
journeyworkers, and masters.  Licensing requirements will be different from state to state, 
including continuing education requirements.  

Most states require that Apprentices, Journeyworkers, and Master Electricians take continuing 
education courses to keep current with new codes and regulations in the electrical field. 
Electricians can take these classes through the Electrical Association online, or at one of our 
classroom events. 

 

 

 


